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Ecological	  Relationships	  	  
Worksheet	  

Read the following short story about the Weber River ecosystem. At the 
bottom of the worksheet, list as many relationships (at least 10) as you 
can find in the story.  
 
Relationships to use: Predator/Prey, Consumer/Producer, Mutualism, 
Commensalism, Parasitism.  
 
It is a nice summer day on the Weber River. As you are hiking up the 
river bottom you notice a small mule deer herd grazing on grasses 
along the edge of the river and a beaver eating the bark of a 
Cottonwood tree. The beaver also seems to be using some branches from 
a nearby tree to build a house with an underwater entrance where it 
can raise its young. An adult Dermacentor andersoni, a parasitic 
trouble maker has spent the winter buried in the plant matter at the 
base of a mountain sage, had emerged and was crawling up the stem.  
Upon closer inspection, you can see that there were some very tiny eggs 
on the stem of the sage. Some of these eggs which had been laid by 
another Dermacentor andersoni had already hatched and the tiny 
larvae appeared to be feeding on a warm blooded host. As you watch the 
wonders of nature unfold before your eyes, you notice that a spider 
has built a web between a sagebrush plant and a small willow. There is 
a small moth and a couple mosquitoes that had already been captured 
in the web and the spider was busy eating the moth. A ladybug had also 
found the Sagebrush plant and it was eating the Dermacentor andersoni  
larvae when a mountain blue bird flew in, grabbed the ladybug, and 
flew to a nearby group of trees where it’s nest was located. The 
mountain blue bird had built a nest of sedge and grass leaves that were 
woven around the tree branches. The mountain blue bird fed the 
ladybug to one of the baby birds in the nest. Meanwhile, a rattlesnake 
was sitting in the sun on top of a large rock near the water. A small 
rodent passed by and the rattle snake quickly struck and injected its 
venom into the small rodent. The rodent quickly transpired and the 
snake began to eat it. While all this was happening, you notice a bit of 
movement coming from the river.  A cutthroat trout soon surfaces to 
feed on a stone fly that was floating on top of the water. As you look 
over to a nearby field, you notice that there are several different 
species of birds which appear to be feeding on insects amid cattle. Upon 
closer observation it becomes apparent to you that as the cattle graze 
and move about through the field, they stir up the insects and the birds 
are on the ground eating them. On your hike out, you stumble upon a 
swarm of mosquitoes. They are relentless and start biting you. No 
matter what you do you just can’t seem to get away from them. Pretty 
soon you are itching like crazy and have little red bites all over your 
arms, legs, and face. 
 
 
  



Assignment: 
Define the relationships listed below: 
 
Predator/Prey 
Herbivory 
Mutualism 
Commensualism 
Parasitism 
Competition 
 
Make a list (at least 10) of the relationships you can find in this story. 
 
Create a story of your own that includes a total of 10 ecological 
relationships. Please remember to tell me what the relationship is and 
don’t forget to underline the relationships as they occur throughout 
your story.  
 


